CHAN ROBLES VIRTUAL LAW LIBRARY

SyLLABI FOR 2011 BAR EXAMINATIONS

LEGAL AND JUDICIAL ETHICS

LEGAL ETHICS

1. Practice of Law

a.

Concept
(1) Privilege
(2) Profession, Not Business

Qualifications

Appearance of Non-Lawyers

(1) Law Student Practice

(2) Non-Lawyers in Courts

(3) Non-Lawyers in Administrative Tribunals

(4) Proceedings Where Lawyers Prohibited from Appearing

Sanctions for Practice or Appearance Without Authority
(1) Lawyers Without Authority
(2) Persons Not Lawyers

Public Officials And Practice of Law

(1) Prohibition or Disqualification of Former Government Attorneys
Lawyers Authorized to Represent the Government

Lawyer’s Oath

2. Duties and Responsibilities of a Lawyer

a.

b.

Society

(1) Respect for Law and Legal Processes

(2) Efficient and Convenient Legal Services

(3) True, Honest Fair, Dignified and Objective Information on Legal Services
(4) Participation in the Improvement and Reforms in Legal System

(5) Participation in Legal Education Program

The Legal Profession
(1) Integrated Bar of the Philippines
(@) Membership and Dues
(2) Upholding the Dignity and Integrity of the Profession
(3) Courtesy, Fairness and Candor Towards Professional Colleagues
(4) No Assistance in Unauthorized Practice of Law
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c. The Courts
(1) Candor, Fairness and Good Faith Towards the Courts
(2) Respect for Courts and Judicial Officers
(3) Assistance in the Speedy and Efficient Administration of Justice
(4) Reliance on Merits of Case, Not From Improper Influence Upon the Courts

d. The Clients
(1) Availability of Service Without Discrimination
(a) Services Regardless of Person’s Status
(b) Services as Counsel De Officio
(c) Valid Grounds for Refusal

(2) Candor, Fairness and Loyalty to Clients
(@) Confidentiality Rule
(b) Privileged Communications
(c) Conflict of Interest
(d) Candid and Honest Advice to Clients

(3) Client’s Moneys and Properties
(@) Fiduciary Relationship
(b) Co-Mingling of Funds
(c) Delivery of Funds
(d) Borrowing or Lending

(4) Fidelity to Client’s Cause
(5) Competence and Diligence
(a) Negligence
(b) Collaborating Counsel
(c) Duty to Apprise Client

(6) Representation with Seal Within Legal Bounds
(7) Attorney’s Fees
(a) Acceptance Fees
(b) Contingency Fee Arrangements
(c) Attorney’s Liens
(d) Fees and Controversies with Clients
(e) Concepts of Attorney’s Fees
(i) Ordinary Concept
(i1) Extra-Ordinary Concept

(8) Preservation of Client’s Confidences

(@) When Allowed
(9) Withdrawal of Services
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3. Suspension, Disbarment and Discipline of Lawyers

a. Nature and Characteristics of Disciplinary Actions Against Lawyers
(1) Sui Generis
(2) Prescription

b. Grounds
c. Proceedings
d. Discipline of Filipino Lawyers Practice in Foreign Jurisdictions

4. Readmission to the Bar

a. Lawyers Who Have Been Suspended
b. Lawyers Who Have Been Disbarred
c. Lawyers Who Have Been Repatriated

5. Mandatory Continuing Legal Education

Purpose
Requirements
Compliance
Exemptions
Sanctions
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6. Notarial Practice

Qualifications of Notary Public

Term of Office of Notary Public

Powers and Limitations

Notarial Register

Jurisdiction of Notary Public and Place of Notarization
Revocation of Commission

Competent Evidence of Identity

Sanctions
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B. JuDICIAL ETHICS
1. Sources
a. New Code of Judicial Conduct for the Philippine Judiciary (Bangalore Draft)
b. Code of Judicial Conduct

2. Qualities
a. Independence
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Integrity

Impartiality

Propriety

Equality

Competence and Diligence

3. Discipline of Members of the Judiciary

a.

0o

Members of the Supreme Court

(1) Impeachment

Lower Court Judges and Justices

Grounds

Impeachment

Sanctions Imposed by the Supreme Court On Erring Members of the Judiciary

IMPORTANT NOTE: This bar coverage description is not intended and should

not be used by law schools as a syllabus or course outline in the covered subjects.
It has been drawn up for the limited purpose of ensuring that candidates reviewing
for the bar examinations are guided on what basic and minimum amounts of laws,
doctrines, and principles they need to know and be able to use correctly before they
can be licensed to practice law. More is required for excellent and distinguished
work as members of the Bar.
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